The Militarized Federal Budget Doesn’t Support the Troops 
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Federal Discretionary Budget, 2019 (Militarized) 
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The left has very often made hay of the overmilitarized federal budget, pointing to that lopsided spending as 
the reason for our never having money for anything else. Let’s look at the numbers of American military 
spending versus the rest of the world. 
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US vs. World Military Spending, 2019 
Global Total: $1.917 Trillion 
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Not only does the United States spend more money on the military than the next ten countries combined, but 
after those ten countries, also more than the rest of the countries in the world combined, about 139 in all. In 
other words, eliminate China, India, Russia, Saudi Arabia, France, Germany, UK, Japan, South Korea and 
Brazil, and the United States spends about double the amount on her own military than every country on 
earth combined. Keep in mind, many nations in the top ten, including Saudi Arabia, and others in Europe like 
Germany receive military aid from America. Now let's look the federal budget itself. 
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Federal Discretionary Budget, 2019 (Militarized) 
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You can very clearly that the amount of money spent on the military is more than all other federal spending 
combined. Now let's go even deeper at look at the military budget, that big blue chuck of about 65% and see 
what it is being used for. 


Militarized Budget 2019: $888 billion 
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The military portion of the federal budget, that 77%, more than double the entire military budget is spent on 
the Pentagon. The next would be Veterans Affairs, which is shocking given how shitty the VA is run, just as 
an Vet. The next is border control and the drug war, followed by nuclear energy and foreign aid. Who knows 
if military pensions are included under VA or Other military. In any event, for those who actually care about 
veterans and our men and women in uniform, the bloated military budget we currently have is not helping 
them. 








Department of Defense-Military 5687.8 billion 
Department of Veterans Affairs $86.5 billion 
Department of Homeland Security (minus FEMA) $44.8 billion 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection $16.2 billion 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement $7.8 billion 
Department of Justice $25.6 billion 
Federal Prison System $7.5 billion 
Federal Prisoner Detention $1.7 billion 
Drug Enforcement Administration $2.2 billion 
Federal Bureau of Investigation $4 billion 
Atomic energy defense activities $22.4 billion 
International security assistance $11.3 billion 
Defense-related activities $8.5 billion 
Federal Drug Control Programs $376 million 
Other Defense Civil Programs $285 million 
Total $887.8 billion 


Here is a history of military spending for the last fifty years. 
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Federal Militarized Spending, 1976-2019 
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There you have it, the left is correct that the vast majority of the federal budget is spent on the military and 
the majority of that is not going to those in uniform. If you care about the military, you cannot support a 
bloated and the currently bloated militarized federal budget. 
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